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1. IELTS Task One Academic Essays & Model answers

Academic Essays Task 1 Topic 1

The bar graph below shows the number of houses constructed in two cities, 
Dunkirk and Newcastle between 2000 and 2009.

Summarize the information by  selecting and describing the main features, and 
make comparisons where relevant. 

You should write 150 words.
You should spend 20 minutes on this task. 
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Sample Answer - 160 words

The given visual indicates the construction of new accommodations in Dunkirk 
and Newcastle from 2000 to 2009.

Overall, there was a steady increase in the number of properties built in the two 
cities though Dunkirk had a huge jump in the final two years.

Clearly, about 95 houses were erected in 2000 in Dunkirk and Newcastle, although 
the latter’s figures were slightly higher than the former. A year later, the same trend 
continued. However, from 2002, the number of abodes built in Newcastle 
outnumbered those in Dunkirk for five consecutive years. In 2003 and 2004, 
Dunkirk saw over 100 new accommodations while Newcastle’s was  just above 
50 in both years.

One remarkable thing took place in 2006 and 2008 when fewer than 20 houses were 
erected in Newcastle whereas about 110 and over 270 abodes respectively came 
into existence in Dunkirk. In the final year under survey, close to 350 properties were 
constructed in Dunkirk against 250 in Newcastle.
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Band score: 7

Task achievement: 7
The essay covers the task requirements and there is a clear overview  of  main 
trends and changes in the number of houses constructed. The words required 
are achieved.

Coherence & Cohesion: 7
There is a clear progression throughout as Information is logically organised in four 
distinct paragraphs and the ideas are well linked with the use of devices such as 
overall ,clearly, slightly, although, while and whereas.

Lexical Resource: 7
The essay uses a wide range of vocabulary effectively and flexibly to convey precise 
meanings. Some examples of useful words and expressions are visual, steady 
increase, huge jump, properties erected, the latter, the former, outnumbered, 
consecutive years remarkable.

Grammatical range and accuracy: 7
The writer uses the right tenses (past tense) and there are a variety of complex 
sentences  which are all error-free. 
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Academic Essays Task 2 - Topic 1

1. The costs of international travel are decreasing and tourism is growing.

What are the advantages and disadvantages of increasing tourism activity 
in different countries?

With the improvement in the aviation industry, travelling globally is now inexpensive. 
Due to this, the tourism industry has been boosted and now grows faster than before. 
This essay will highlight the merits and demerits of such a development.

There are several positives of the expansion of the tourism sector. Firstly, a booming 
tourism industry leads to the creation of tourism-related enterprises such as hotels, 
restaurants and tour guide companies. For example, in South Korea, a recent survey 
showed that the number of employees in the tourist sector increased by 11.3% in 2017. 
Another good thing about growing tourism is that, as many tourists, especially from 
foreign countries come into the country, more foreign exchange is brought into the 
country. This generates income for the locals.  All these factors bring economic country. This generates income for the locals.  All these factors bring economic 
development to a nation.

On the flip side, there are some downsides when the same industry grows. Primarily, 
growth in tourism means there is bound to be an increase in the number of activities 
going on in the country. This means that more economic activities would obviously 
lead to more pollution. In the guise of example, most tourist attractions are full of 
junk food plastics and bottles thrown away by visitors. Besides, sometimes the 
coming together of foreign visitors and the local people results in conflicts. 
This usually happens when tourists do not obey the local culture or tradition of the This usually happens when tourists do not obey the local culture or tradition of the 
host country.

To wrap up, though a flourishing tourism industry is good as it creates jobs and 
improves the local economy, it also leads to some problems that cannot be ignored. 
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